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Epigraphic Sources of Ancient Israel
The kinds of sources that can be documented as having existed in ancient Israel because of archaeological finds;

Tel Dan inscription proving the existence of King David reign. Tel Dan inscription is inscribed on the Tel Dan stone slab found in north Israel. The inscription is about an Aramean king who conquers two kingdoms one of Israel and the other House of David, however, the names of the kings are not inscribed.

Inscription of Merneptah an Egyptian inscription describing Israelites. It is also known as the Victory Stele of Merneptah Israel Stele. It proves the existence of Israelites in Canaan, however, it was formed by an Egyptian Pharaoh who ruled from 1213 to 1203 B.C. It describes Egyptian military achievements against its rivals among them the Israelites in which Canaan cities are listed (Avigad, 1979).

Elyashiv Ostracon having inscriptions that on the first temple pottery dating 2600 years back. This pottery also has an inscription on its rear side which is a letter to Elyashiv. Unlike other ostracon, Elyashiv ostracon was not a military command from Hananyahu.

Hezekiah seal that had been inscribed symbols indicating it belongs to Hezekiah son of Ahaz king of Judah. This seal also links king Hezekiah to advanced Judahite leadership. The seal was discovered inside Temple Mount hence proving its genuineness. The discovery of Hezekiah seal proves that Jerusalem was an integral part in Juhadite government (Avigad, 1979).

Papyrus containing several bulla seals found in Temple Mount region. Some seals containing the name of ladies of great social status have been discovered, women's name inscribed in the seals include Abigail, Adata. 

Mesha stele containing Ammonite inscription. It is believed to be inscribed by an Israelite dating back to 850 B.C.E. However, some sections of the stela are missing. The inscription is about Mesha a king who saves his people from Israel and boasts of his conquest

Shebna tomb engraving from the era of Isaiah when Hezekiah was the king. Shebna was also given a title in the Bible. The only right side writing in Shebna tombs have survived.

Large stone monuments such as fountains in Ein Hanniya which date around 4th century A.D. Artifacts such as silver coins dating to 4th century B.C. have been found in the fountain. Archeologists believe the fountain in Ein Hanniya to be among the first fountains to be built in ancient Israel.
Spiritual landmarks such as wailing wall or Solomon’s wall dating back to 2nd-century B.C.E.

Jar seal impressions and cultic idols. Royal seals were engraved on the jar, the seals were known as lamelek and they have been excavated in Judea and Jerusalem (Avigad, 1979). These seals have unique features and writing indicating the seal belongs to the king. King Hebron seal on a jar handle has been discovered.
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